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States to foster productive working relation-
ships among sports-related organizations; 

Whereas the United States Olympic Com-
mittee promotes and supports athletic ac-
tivities involving the United States and for-
eign countries; 

Whereas the United States Olympic Com-
mittee promotes and encourages physical fit-
ness and public participation in athletic ac-
tivities; 

Whereas the United States Olympic Com-
mittee assists organizations and persons con-
cerned with sports in the development of 
athletic programs for able-bodied and dis-
abled athletes regardless of age, race, or gen-
der; 

Whereas the United States Olympic Com-
mittee protects the opportunity of each ath-
lete, coach, trainer, manager, administrator, 
and official to participate in athletic com-
petition; 

Whereas athletes representing the United 
States at the Olympic Games have achieved 
great success personally and for the Nation; 

Whereas thousands of men and women of 
the United States are focusing their energy 
and skill on becoming part of the United 
States Olympic Team and aspire to compete 
in the 2008 Olympic Games in Beijing, China; 

Whereas the Nation takes great pride in 
the qualities of commitment to excellence, 
grace under pressure, and good will toward 
other competitors exhibited by the athletes 
of the United States Olympic Team; and 

Whereas June 23, 2007, is the anniversary of 
the founding of the Modern Olympic Move-
ment, representing the date on which the 
Congress of Paris approved the proposal of 
Pierre de Coubertin to found the Modern 
Olympic Games: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) supports the ideals and values of the 

Olympic Movement; and 
(2) calls upon the people of the United 

States to observe the anniversary of the 
founding of the Modern Olympic Movement 
with appropriate ceremonies and activities. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 186—DESIG-
NATING JUNE 5, 2007, AS ‘‘NA-
TIONAL HUNGER AWARENESS 
DAY’’ AND AUTHORIZING THE 
SENATE OFFICES OF SENATORS 
GORDON H. SMITH, BLANCHE L. 
LINCOLN, ELIZABETH DOLE, AND 
RICHARD J. DURBIN TO COLLECT 
DONATIONS OF FOOD DURING 
THE PERIOD BEGINNING MAY 7, 
2007, AND ENDING JUNE 5, 2007, 
FROM CONCERNED MEMBERS OF 
CONGRESS AND STAFF TO AS-
SIST FAMILIES SUFFERING 
FROM HUNGER AND FOOD INSE-
CURITY IN THE WASHINGTON, 
D.C., METROPOLITAN AREA 
Mr. SMITH (for himself, Mrs. LIN-

COLN, Mrs. DOLE, Mr. DURBIN, Mr. VIT-
TER, Mr. PRYOR, Mr. LEVIN, Mrs. LEVIN, 
Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. KOHL, Mr. SALAZAR, 
and Ms. CANTWELL) submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was consid-
ered and agreed to: 

S. RES. 186 
Whereas food insecurity and hunger are a 

fact of life for millions of low-income citi-
zens of the United States and can produce 
physical, mental, and social impairments; 

Whereas recent data published by the De-
partment of Agriculture show that almost 
38,200,000 people in the United States live in 
households experiencing hunger or food inse-
curity; 

Whereas the problem of hunger and food 
insecurity can be found in rural, suburban, 

and urban portions of the United States, 
touching nearly every community of the Na-
tion; 

Whereas, although substantial progress has 
been made in reducing the incidence of hun-
ger and food insecurity in the United States, 
certain groups remain vulnerable to hunger 
and the negative effects of food deprivation, 
including the working poor, the elderly, 
homeless people, children, migrant workers, 
and Native Americans; 

Whereas the people of the United States 
have a long tradition of providing food as-
sistance to hungry people through acts of 
private generosity and public support pro-
grams; 

Whereas the Federal Government provides 
essential nutritional support to millions of 
low-income people through numerous Fed-
eral food assistance programs, including— 

(1) the Federal food stamp program, as es-
tablished by the Food Stamp Act of 1977 (7 
U.S.C. 2011 et seq.); 

(2) the Richard B. Russell National School 
Lunch Act (42 U.S.C. 1751 et seq.), the special 
supplemental program for women, infants, 
and children (WIC) established under section 
17 of the Child Nutrition Act of 1966 (42 
U.S.C. 1786), and other child nutrition pro-
grams; and 

(3) food donation programs; 
Whereas there is a growing awareness of 

the important public and private partnership 
role that community-based organizations, 
institutions of faith, and charities provide in 
assisting hungry and food-insecure people; 

Whereas more than 50,000 local commu-
nity-based organizations rely on the support 
and efforts of more than 1,000,000 volunteers 
to provide food assistance and services to 
millions of vulnerable people; 

Whereas all citizens of the United States 
can help participate in hunger relief efforts 
in their communities by— 

(1) donating food and money to such ef-
forts; 

(2) volunteering for such efforts; and 
(3) supporting public policies aimed at re-

ducing hunger: Now, therefore, be it 
Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates June 5, 2007, as ‘‘National 

Hunger Awareness Day’’; 
(2) calls on the people of the United States 

to observe National Hunger Awareness Day— 
(A) with appropriate ceremonies, volunteer 

activities, and other support for local anti- 
hunger advocacy efforts and hunger relief 
charities, including food banks, food rescue 
organizations, food pantries, soup kitchens, 
and emergency shelters; and 

(B) by continuing to support programs and 
public policies that reduce hunger and food 
insecurity in the United States; and 

(3) authorizes the offices of Senators Gor-
don H. Smith, Blanche L. Lincoln, Elizabeth 
Dole, and Richard J. Durbin to collect dona-
tions of food during the period beginning 
May 7, 2007, and ending June 5, 2007, from 
concerned Members of Congress and staff to 
assist families suffering from hunger and 
food insecurity in the Washington, D.C., 
metropolitan area. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 187—CON-
DEMNING VIOLENCE IN ESTONIA 
AND ATTACKS ON ESTONIA’S 
EMBASSIES IN 2007, AND EX-
PRESSING SOLIDARITY WITH 
THE GOVERNMENT AND THE 
PEOPLE OF ESTONIA 

Mr. VOINOVICH (for himself, Mr. 
BIDEN, Mr. LIEBERMAN, Mr. SMITH, and 
Ms. MIKULSKI) submitted the following 
resolution, which was considered and 
agreed to: 

S. RES. 187 
Whereas, on April 27, 2007, the Bronze Sol-

dier Soviet monument in central Tallinn was 
moved to a prominent location in the Garri-
son Military Cemetery as a result of a deci-
sion by the Government of Estonia; 

Whereas the Government of Estonia com-
municated its reasons for this decision to the 
Government of the Russian Federation and 
offered to work with Russian officials during 
the process, which the Russian officials de-
clined to do; 

Whereas, on April 27, 2007, a crowd of more 
than 1,000 demonstrators gathered at the site 
of the memorial and riots broke out across 
Tallinn; 

Whereas more than 153 people were injured 
as a result of the riots, and one died as a re-
sult of stabbing by another rioter; 

Whereas several stores in Tallinn and sur-
rounding villages were looted as a result of 
the riots, and a statue of an Estonian general 
was set on fire; 

Whereas, since April 27, 2007, the Govern-
ment of Estonia has reported several cyber- 
attacks on its official lines of communica-
tion, including those of the Office of the 
President; 

Whereas, on April 28, 2007, and in days fol-
lowing, the Embassy of Estonia in Moscow 
was surrounded by angry protesters who de-
manded the resignation of the Government 
of Estonia, tore down the flag of Estonia 
from the Embassy building, and subjected 
Embassy officials inside the building to vio-
lence and vandalism; 

Whereas, on April 30, 2007, a delegation of 
the State Duma of the Russian Federation 
visited Estonia and issued an official state-
ment at the Embassy of the Russian Federa-
tion in Estonia that ‘‘the government of Es-
tonia must step down’’; 

Whereas, on May 2, 2007, the Ambassador of 
Estonia to the Russian Federation was phys-
ically attacked by protesters and members of 
youth groups during an official press con-
ference; 

Whereas, on May 2, 2007, the Swedish Am-
bassador to the Russian Federation was at-
tacked as he left the Embassy of Estonia in 
Moscow, and his car was damaged by a 
crowd, resulting in a formal protest to the 
Russian Federation by the Swedish Foreign 
Ministry; 

Whereas the Government of Estonia has re-
ported other coordinated attacks against Es-
tonian embassies in Helsinki, Oslo, Copen-
hagen, Stockholm, Riga, Prague, Kiev, and 
Minsk, and the Estonian Consulate in St. Pe-
tersburg; 

Whereas, on May 2, 2007, Prime Minister of 
Estonia Andrus Ansip stated that a ‘‘sov-
ereign state is under a heavy attack’’ and 
that the events constitute ‘‘a well-coordi-
nated and flagrant intervention with the in-
ternal affairs of Estonia’’; 

Whereas, on May 2, 2007, the public pros-
ecutor’s office of Estonia initiated an inves-
tigation into the cyber-attacks against 
Internet servers in Estonia and requested co-
operation from the Russian Federation to 
identify the source of the attacks; 

Whereas, on May 2, 2007, the European 
Commission expressed its solidarity with Es-
tonia and urged Russia to respect its obliga-
tions to the Vienna Convention on Diplo-
matic Relations, done at Vienna April 18, 
1961, and end the blockade of the Embassy of 
Estonia in Moscow; and 

Whereas the Embassy of Estonia in Russia 
has been closed since April 27, 2007, and Esto-
nia has suspended consular services to Mos-
cow because conditions remain unsafe for 
Embassy officials: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That— 
(a) it is the sense of the Senate that the 

Soviet Union’s brutal, decades-long occupa-
tion of Estonia was illegal, illegitimate, and 

VerDate Mar 15 2010 21:14 Mar 13, 2014 Jkt 081600 PO 00000 Frm 00079 Fmt 0624 Sfmt 0634 E:\2007SENATE\S03MY7.REC S03MY7m
m

ah
er

 o
n 

D
S

K
C

G
S

P
4G

1 
w

ith
 S

O
C

IA
LS

E
C

U
R

IT
Y



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES5604 May 3, 2007 
a patent violation of Estonia’s sovereignty 
and right to self-determination; and 

(b) the Senate— 
(1) expresses its strong support for Estonia 

as a sovereign state and a member of the 
North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) 
and the Organization of Security and Co-
operation in Europe (OSCE) as it deals with 
matters internal to its country; 

(2) condemns recent acts of violence, van-
dalism, and looting that have taken place in 
Estonia; 

(3) condemns the attacks and threats 
against Estonia’s embassies and officials in 
Russia and other countries; 

(4) urges all activists involved to express 
their views peacefully and reject violence; 

(5) honors the sacrifice of all those, includ-
ing soldiers of the Red Army, that gave their 
lives in the fight to defeat Nazism; 

(6) condemns any and all efforts to cal-
lously exploit the memory of the victims of 
the Second World War for political gain; 

(7) supports the efforts of the Government 
of Estonia to initiate a dialogue with appro-
priate levels of the Government of the Rus-
sian Federation to resolve the crisis peace-
fully and to sustain cooperation between 
their two sovereign, independent states; and 

(8) urges the governments of all coun-
tries— 

(A) to condemn the violence that has oc-
curred in Estonia, Moscow, and elsewhere in 
2007 and to urge all parties to express their 
views peacefully; 

(B) to assist the Government of Estonia in 
its investigation into the source of cyber-at-
tacks; and 

(C) to fulfill their obligations under the Vi-
enna Convention on Diplomatic Relations, 
done at Vienna April 18, 1961. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 188—EX-
PRESSING THE SENSE OF THE 
SENATE IN SUPPORT OF THE AC-
CESSION OF ISRAEL TO THE 
CONVENTION ON THE ORGANISA-
TION FOR ECONOMIC CO-OPER-
ATION AND DEVELOPMENT 

Mr. CARDIN (for himself, Mr. COLE-
MAN, Mr. BIDEN, Mr. SMITH, and Mr. 
BUNNING) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was considered and 
agreed to: 

S. RES. 188 

Whereas Israel has met the membership 
criteria for the Organisation for Economic 
Co-operation and Development (OECD), and 
has actively sought membership in the body 
since 2000; 

Whereas, in May 2006, the OECD adopted in 
full the Report by the Working Party on the 
Implications of Future Enlargement on 
OECD Governance, stating that expanding 
membership is vital to the organization; 

Whereas the OECD is expected to vote on 
enlargement and consider new countries for 
membership at a ministerial meeting in May 
2007; 

Whereas Israel is the most active non-
member country in the OECD, is a member, 
observer, or ad hoc observer in 50 working 
bodies, is party to various OECD declara-
tions, and is already in compliance with mul-
tiple OECD standards; 

Whereas Israel made significant economic 
reforms in recent years that grew the private 
sector and streamlined the public sector, and 
the Prime Minister of Israel, Ehud Olmert, 
stated that OECD membership would anchor 
these reforms and allow additional reforms; 

Whereas membership in the OECD would 
strengthen the position of Israel in the glob-
al economy, solidify Israel’s transition from 

an emerging market to an advanced econ-
omy, and encourage increased foreign domes-
tic investment in Israel; 

Whereas the inclusion of Israel in the 
OECD would strengthen the OECD because of 
Israel’s high living standard, liberal and sta-
ble markets, and commitment to democratic 
values; 

Whereas Israel is a world leader in science 
and technology and is home to the most 
high-technology start-up companies, sci-
entific publications, and research and devel-
opment spending, per capita; 

Whereas, in 2006, the World Economic 
Forum ranked Israel as the world’s 15th 
most competitive economy; 

Whereas the accession of Israel to the Con-
vention on the OECD would benefit other 
OECD member countries because of Israel’s 
leadership in high-technology companies and 
research and development; and 

Whereas Israel is a strong ally of the 
United States and supports the United 
States in international organizations more 
consistently than any other country: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That it is the sense of the Senate 
that— 

(1) Israel shares the commitment of the 
United States to, and the Organisation of 
Economic Co-operation and Development 
(OECD) foundational principles of, good gov-
ernment, free markets, and democratic val-
ues; 

(2) Israel meets the OECD membership cri-
teria, and is well deserving of membership; 

(3) it is in the interest of the United States 
to strongly support the accession of Israel to 
the Convention on the OECD; and 

(4) the United States should strongly advo-
cate for Israel’s accession to the Convention 
on the OECD before and during the OECD 
ministerial meeting in May 2007 and use all 
necessary and available means to secure 
Israel’s membership in the OECD. 

f 

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLU-
TION 31—EXPRESSING SUPPORT 
FOR ADVANCING VITAL UNITED 
STATES INTERESTS THROUGH 
INCREASED ENGAGEMENT IN 
HEALTH PROGRAMS THAT AL-
LEVIATE DISEASE AND REDUCE 
PREMATURE DEATH IN DEVEL-
OPMENT NATIONS, ESPECIALLY 
THROUGH PROGRAMS THAT COM-
BAT HIGH LEVELS OF INFEC-
TIOUS DISEASE IMPROVE CHIL-
DREN’S AND WOMEN’S HEALTH, 
DECREASE MALNUTRITION, RE-
DUCE UNINTENDED PREG-
NANCIES, FIGHT THE SPREAD OF 
HIV/AIDS, ENCOURAGE HEALTHY 
BEHAVIORS, AND STRENGTHEN 
HEALTH CARE CAPACITY 
Mr. FEINGOLD (for himself and Mr. 

SUNUNU) submitted the following con-
current resolution; which was referred 
to the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions: 

S. CON. RES. 31 

Whereas health is integral to social and 
economic development and to building sta-
ble, independent, and productive societies; 

Whereas unnecessarily high levels of pre-
ventable death and disability persist in de-
veloping nations, including over 10,000,000 
child deaths every year—30,000 each day—a 
majority of which are from easily prevent-
able or treatable causes, including pneu-
monia, diarrhea, malaria, malnutrition, 
measles, and complications immediately fol-
lowing birth; 40,000,000 people infected with 

HIV and 3,000,000 AIDS deaths per year; 
530,000 deaths of women every year from 
complications related to pregnancy and 
childbirth and millions of cases of trauma 
and disability caused by obstetric fistula and 
other preventable injuries; an unmet need 
for family planning among over 100,000,000 
married women; 1,000,000 deaths annually 
from malaria, most of which are among 
young children and in sub-Saharan Africa; 
an expanding threat from tuberculosis, 
which is a principal cause of death among 
those infected with HIV and is evolving into 
forms increasingly resistant to all known 
drugs; the increasing impact of preventable, 
non-communicable disease, especially those 
deriving from tobacco use, alcohol and drug 
abuse, and other risky lifestyle behaviors; 
and the potential of new disease threats, 
such as avian influenza, which demand new 
levels of preparedness and health capacity; 

Whereas the short and long-term eco-
nomic, military, and political security of 
countries is directly threatened by increased 
mortality and morbidity resulting from in-
fectious diseases like HIV/AIDS, tuber-
culosis, and malaria, poor maternal and new-
born health, the lack of family planning 
services, and the absence of clean water; 

Whereas proven and cost-effective solu-
tions that have already achieved astonishing 
successes are readily available and could 
dramatically further reduce the burden of 
death and disease, including access to immu-
nization, antibiotics, diarrheal disease con-
trol, newborn care, improved nutrition, 
antiretrovirals, essential obstetric care, fam-
ily planning, anti-malarials and insecticide 
treated nets, and tuberculosis treatment; 

Whereas long term gains in health require 
a comprehensive approach that addresses the 
range of critical health problems and builds 
local capacity while ensuring equitable ac-
cess, especially by the poor, women and 
girls, and other vulnerable populations, to 
services; and 

Whereas the United States has a history of 
leadership and success in building inter-
national consensus and improving health 
throughout the world by investing in basic 
health services, particularly services for 
poor and vulnerable populations: Now, there-
fore, be it 

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That Congress— 

(1) recognizes that contributing to improv-
ing health in developing nations is in the 
vital interest of the United States, as it 
helps protect the health of the American 
people, facilitates development among part-
ner nations, cultivates a positive image for 
the United States, and projects the humani-
tarian values of the American people; 

(2) acknowledges the need to strengthen 
health care systems to meet essential health 
needs, including surveillance and informa-
tion systems, facilities and equipment, man-
agement capacity, and an adequately com-
pensated health care work force that is ap-
propriate in number, composition, and skills; 

(3) supports the unprecedented and unpar-
alleled investments of the United States in 
reducing the global burdens of HIV/AIDS and 
malaria through the President’s Emergency 
Program for AIDS Relief and the President’s 
Malaria Initiative; and 

(4) encourages the United States Govern-
ment to expand its adoption and implemen-
tation of policies and programs that allevi-
ate the greatest burden of disease in devel-
oping nations in the most efficient and cost- 
effective manner possible. 
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